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ABSTRACT , . , 

In accordance with an English"^ Departtient decision to 
change from the Purdue Eng^lish Placement Test to the Cooperative 
English ^Te St, tl^e Research Office of El Camino College (ECC) 
coordinate^d changes for scoring and computer operations while 
attempting to nain,tain the existing student..4>3^c^meht 'sy:5ten, 
preserve the xatio of s:tudents assign^d-^tothe diff.erent icourses, a^d 
adapt Cooperative English Tesjt resui€s to a functional instrument for 
the stq.ff* Pilot studies were conducted which provided trial cut-o^f 
scores and computer card formats* ECC norms^ere draw,n from scores of 
1,^888 students who tooj^^-jfeie vocabulary, level and 9peed of 
comprehension, to^a3r^ading, English Expression, and total English 
'tests during spring and summer 1978* Computer placement in English 
CQurses was dependent* on both^^total reading and total English test 
'scores* Using the Cooperative English Test manual and the pilot study 
data, a comparison was. drawn between the ECC norms eind twelfth grade 
an*d. freshman college norms* ECC students functioned between twelfth 
grade and freshman norms in vocabulary and English expression; their 
speed and level of compreheniSian paralleied twelfth grade norms; ' 
their total reading was only sligh1:ly higher thanr twelfth ?frade 
norms; and they functioned slightly lower than twelfth gradp norms. in 
total English* (TR) . . 
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IE :IffpOCTION OF _ . \ ■ 
THE C QOfTOTIVE mM ATEL CAMINO COUEGI [ ' ■' 

t> . For the past decade sfn^ce 1968, the English' Placement Test that was used 
at El Camino College was the Purdue English Placement Test ., There were \ <, 
dfsadvantages^of this test as applied to the. English Placement Program of the 
College. - Because, of this, the English department^ selected the Cooperative 
English Test to replace the Purdtie, ^ » . , - 

^ The Research Office was contacted to coordinate the change for scoring 
and cofflput«r operations. The system for ^the placemfht of students Into 
Engl Ish classes based upon the results of the Purdue Test was ^leveloped Jn 
1968 by. the Research Off ice, and this system was used to place "aU students 
who had not taken Englls>r^t the College Into appropriate English courses, 
• ' ^ * • * , 

Tfie problem'^glven the Office of Institutional Research was to (l) main- 
tain the present system of placing students, (2) preserve the ratio of 
students assigned tq the different courses, and (3) adapt the results of the 
Cobperatlve Engllsh ' Test to a functional instrument for the ^taff. 

Pllot'studjes were conducted which provided trial cut-off scores and 
card formats'. Inasmuch. as prdgrammiTig efforts Were not "avai labTe, the 
Office 6f Research wrotkall of the necessary programs-, coordinated the ef- 
forts with the Engl rs>» department, J ^the counselors, the Office of Testing, 
and the Tabulating Sectiah,, . ^ ^ , . 

' As additional spring and summer test data became available, the cutroff 
points were revised; the card format was revised; and local norms were ' 
developed^ . . ' \ , * 

• ^ 
A copy 9f the card format Is shown Tjj Appendix A. The first i^lne gives 
the student name, testing t4me, English cdurse options, aijd blrthdate. The 
second lln^ gives ^the six converted scores of the Capperattve English Test 
followed by the percentile scores. The perceDtlle scores are given as El 
'Camino College Loca.1 Nqrms. ^ These norms are' based upon 1 ,888 students who » 
were ad^rriltristere^ the test the spring and summer of 19/8, The six tests 
Include vocabulary, *level of comp^eh^nslon, speed of comprehension, total 
reading, English expression, anc^ total English test, ' - ^ 

. A student's placement In- Engl fsh~qourse*s Is dependent oft the;TotaK " 
Readjng and Total English Test scores. The flow chart found In the, Appendix 
B Is the system-that Is, used f or^pla^ement of students Into Engl Ish'classes. 
All placement Is done by the computer, fhe flow chart merely Indicates the ^ 
criteria that the computer uses.f^r placement." • V. 

The local, norms that were developed are shown In Appendix C, , Tables 
of the ^orms are stored Irj, the computer for ^*1ook up^* purposes. They are 
provided In the appendix for anyone Interested, In "loqklng upV norms by a, 
manual method. . * . 



.From thepe^data together with thfp Cooperative Engl tsh^ Test manual > a 
comparison was made between the results of the h,88ij students In the norma- 
tive group at El Cam'Ino College arid the 12th grade norms, and the Freshman 

College norms, * /v; '."'' 

* ^ , /• * ' ' 

^^ ' ' * ^ « « 

Figure 1 Indicates that for Vocabulary the El Camino students are 
functioning between the 12th ^rade and .the Freshman ftorms, The^itop of the 
El Camino students tend* to be more consistent with the 12th grade norms« 

< ' ./•'•• '■ y 

Figures 2 and 3 show/that the level and speed af comprehension closely 
parallel the 12th grade. norms, whTle Figure k shows ETCamino to be only- 
sHghtly higher than the'!j2th grade norms, ^ 

Figure 5 indicates El Camino students to be between 'the two sets of 
norms for English exf:y;'esslon, * ^ * 

However, Figiipe 6 shows El Camino^ students, to be functioning slightly 
lower than the 12th grade- norms. ^ ^ < 

> . ' ,J' ^ • " * 

In summary /the following is noted. • / 



1, ,,Tb^ El Camino results reflect only those students ^ 
,^who have taken the testy not necessar i ly the El 
/Camino stgdent body. Some candidates take the test 
but never enroll at the College/ Some students are 
*' - enrolled but do not take the t,est until they wish 
'to enroll In an English class. Students who have 
- had col lege Engl ish courses need not take, the test. 

^. Those who take' tf),e test, '^overall*' tend to be 
functioning on ^the average about the, same as t;he 
12th grade norm group. ^. 



Faculty and administrators should 
level of students at the College 
performance. 



be aware of tbe 
their Engl Ish 
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From the test scores, students are placed Into ^ 
English classes according to the fol lowing di§tribu^ 
lion: ' > . 



Engl 
Engl 
Engl 
Engl 
E-ngl 



sh R . 

sh A or 2R 

sh A, 2R,' or 2A 

sh lA, 2A, or 2R 

sfi 1A,'2A. IR, or 2R 



: 3U '. 

*37% 

17%- ' 
1.1^ 



Test data will be gathered rfhd the florms wM 1 -iife 
updated arvnually or when deemed appropriate for/';', 
the, purpose of i^lentifying a£'*least this cha- 
ract^rlstic of the students at t*he '(^1 lege^ • 
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APPENDIX 



■ CRITERIA FOR PLACING StUDENTS. INTO ENIiLiSH' CLASSES ACCORDING 
TO RESULTS ON THE COOPERATIVE ENGUSt^ \ ■ 



T 


• • 


TESTS PROCESSED 


TO OBT/flN A SCORE 













^ POSSIBLE 
CANDIDATE FOR: 
ENGLISH iV 
ENGLISH 2 A 
ENGLISH IR 
ENGLISH 2R 










CANDIDATE FOR: 
ENGLISH' R 



CANDIDj^ FOR; 



ENGLISH -A* 
ENGLISH 2R 



YES 












CANDIDATE F\)R: 


ENGLISH A 


ENGLISW>'2R , 


ENGLISH 2A 



IS 

'THE TOTAL 
^CORE or SUBTESTS 
'total REAbiNG CONVERTED^ 
.SCORE (TR) 165 ^ 
OR GREATER? , 



CANDIDATE FOR; 

ENGLISH lA * 
ENGLISU 2A 
ENdLlSH ZR 



MID-^OINT PERCENTUES FRQM CONVERTBD SCORES APPENDIX C 



•eONVERt^O 
SCORE 



VOCABULARY 



LEVEL OF 
'COMPREHENSION 



SPE^D^OF 
COMPREHENSfON 



.TOTAL 
READ'ING 



English, 
expression 



TOTAL 
ENGLISH 




122- 
123 
\2k' 

' .125 
126 
12-7 

•lis 

*129 
* 130 
•131 
132 
133- 

135 
,136 
137. 

•43; 

139 
ho 
Ul- 

142 

143 
144 , 
145 
146 
147 
148 
1^19 
•. 150 
151 
152 
153 

• 154' 
: 155 

156 
157 
156 

• 159 
; rto 

161 
, 162 

163 
- 164 ' 

165 
' 166 

167 

168 

• ^69 
170 
171 
172 
173 

'.^ • 174 
175 

mo ^ 



0 



2 
2 

I 

5 
• 5 

7 

9 

9 
11 
1% 
14 

17 

2.0 

23 

23 

27-- 

30 

34 

39. 

39 

43 

48 

57 
62 

65 
69 
73 
80 
83 
85 
87 
89 
91 
92 

94 
95 

96 
97 
97 
98 
98 
99 

99 



- \ 



K 

V 

1 

1- 

2 
2 
4 
4 
4 
6 
6 
6 
9 
'9 
14 
14 
14 
18 
18 
18 
25 
25 
25 
30 • 
30 
37 
37 
37 
43 
43' 
51 
51 
57 
64 
64 
71 
77 
77 
82 
86 
86 
90 
90 
93 
93 
9^ 
97 
•97 
89 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99' 
-99 
99 



1 

X. 

1 
1 



. 1 


1 


- 2 


1 


1 


- 1 


.3 • 


1" 


•1 


1- 


3 




2 ' 




4 ■ 


T" 


•2 


.1 


■^5 


2 


/ 3 • ^ ■ 


1 


7^- 


,2 


5 


• 1 


% ^ ^\ 


3 


7 


2 ' 


i\ ■ 


4' 


•9 . atfs 


3 


■ 13 • 


' 6 


12 




.16 ^ 


. 8 


15 ■ ' ■ ' 


' 6 


» 18, 


: 10 ' 


15 




21 


'■.12. 


J9 




24 


15 


. 23 
> 27 


11 • 
1^ 


27 • 

. .27 


17 y 
I9J 


30 . 


15 


30 


23 


33 


18 


» • 34 


26 


33 


21 


37 ' 


29 


••37 \P . 


23 . 




33 ' 


37 


27 


45. 


36 


42 - 


3,0 


49 


4a 


. 46 


33 


53 


44 


46 


37 




47 


49 - ' 


40 


60 


50 


53 ■ 


44 


63 


54 


. 53 


47 


66 


59 


56 • 


51 


69 


62 . 


60 


55 


71 


66 


60 


58 


75 ' 


70 ' 


64 


62 


11 


73 


67 ' . ' 


66 

70 ' . 


80 


77 . 




83 


80 




75 


84 


84- 


80. • , 


'79 


88 


86 


82 


82 


89 


89 


'87 




91 ' 


91 


85 


. 88 , • 


93 


- 93 


90 


90 : 


94 


94 


93 


^92 . 


9* 


95 . 


94 


'94 


96 


.' 96 


. 96 


95 


96 


97 


97 


■ 97 




• 97 


, 97 


97 


. 98. 


98 


. '98 


98 


98 


98 


99 


98 


99 


99 


9*9 • ' 


99 


■ 99 


99 


' 99 - 


99 


99. ^ 


99 • 


99 , 


99- 


99 


99 


99 - 


99 


99 ... 


'99 


99 


39 


99 > 


99 


99 , 


99 


- 99 f 


. 99 


99. 


. 99 


- . 99 


V 99 . 



